
 
 
Sunday Communion Service  
2 January 2022 (Holy Name of Jesus) 
 
Happy new year to you all! We just entered in another year that love, dream, 
hope and vision may grow. As starting the new year, we also need to 
(re)state our focus in life and faith that once again we draw nearer ever our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Friend of friends. Simply saying, we want Jesus this year. 
Yes, indeed.  
 
This communion service invites us all to remind that we are loved and called 
by almighty God and journey through the Way that directs us to where we 
should reach. Let us trust in Jesus who be with us always as promised. And 
let us look to God among us who be joining our journey in order for us to 
continue. Let us begin a new year and see how 2022 would be different than 
the past year. I am so glad that I, with you all, continue this journey. 
 
Acknowledgement for the First Peoples:  



We acknowledge the Wallumettagal people of the Eora Nation, and their 
elders past, present and emerging, on which we celebrate Jesus Christ our 
Lord. We recognize their special custodianship and relationship with the 
land and all creation. And thank them. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Lord of time and new beginnings, 
give us good judgement to know  
what new things to do for you this year, 
and grant us the inner strength to finish each job we begin; 
so may we fully know the joy of doing your will; 
so may your kingdom come on earth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    Attributed to Susan Williams 
 
Hymn: I See the Lord (Don Moen) 

 
I see the Lord I see the Lord 

Exalted high upon the worship 
Of the people of the earth 

I see the Lord I see the Lord 
My eyes have seen the King 
The Lamb upon the throne 

Who reigns forevermore 
 

The train of His robe fills the temple 
A cloud of heav'nly worshipers 

Surrounding His throne 
We join with them now crying 

Holy holy is the Lamb 
The Lamb alone 

 
I see the Lord I see the Lord … 

 
Don Moen | John Chisum | CCLI # 260394 



Prayer of the Day 
 
Look upon us this moment (morning/noon/evening/night), Lord, 
as we pray to you,  
with our tiny resolutions and enormous fears; 
our tiny achievements and enormous failings; 
our tiny vision and enormous tasks. 
Be with those who are very conscious of the vanity  
and frustration of this world, 
and show them that Christ makes all things new. 
Be with those also who do not feel this frustration; 
be with the self-satisfied, the rich, the proud and the powerful, 
that they may see in Christ a much more excellent way. 
 
Look upon our homes and families and dear ones; 
those from whom we are separated,  
those for whom we are anxious,  
those with whom we have quarrelled. 
Bring into every human relationship  
the unity and healing and strength of your Son. 
 
Look upon our church in all its needs. 
Come among us in refreshing  
and reviving power in this coming year. 
 
Look upon our world with all its waste and war and sorrow,  
and all its joys as well; 
and make your believing people more faithful  
in serving it, in bringing it light,  
and in sharing with it the fragrance of Christ. 
 
All these things we ask for the honour of his name.  Attributed to Christopher Idle 

Amen. 



Bible Reading: Luke 2:15-21  
 
15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” 
 
16 They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was 
the baby, lying in the manger. 17 After seeing him, the shepherds told 
everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this 
child. 18 All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, 19 but Mary 
kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. 20 The 
shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them. 
Jesus Is Presented in the Temple 
 

21 Eight days later, when the baby was circumcised, he was named Jesus, the 
name given him by the angel even before he was conceived. 
 
Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
There was always a note on the dining table. The note that my mother left 
for me when she went out begins by saying, “Seungjae/Seungeun, did you 
come home safely? I am sorry that I am out when you come home …” 
Sometimes it was very long and wordy message, but it asked about how the 
school day of my sister and myself looked like. She never forgot writing 
message for her kids. I would have felt welcomed whenever I found her 
message. Wherever she was, she prayed, wishing her kids all their best on 
their way home. 
 



Her messages contained questions and all her wishes to her children. Though 
she was absence when I got home, she would have incarnated in her caring 
and loving languages. I recall that I was able to settle after school and begin 
my after-school tasks that were mainly to play with friends. She cared for 
my day, the day that I went to school, learned new things, met friends and 
experienced the world outside comfort zone. To-day was another important 
day for me. By her notes, I could make my day. Then those days have 
brought me here so far. I wonder a day or today would make a big different 
to someone. 
 
The day given to the shepherds was another day that was a long and tired 
day. Their life and each day looked very tough, dusty and risky whereas in 
poetic languages there are descriptions of shepherd which might be romantic, 
pastoral and eco-friendly. It was real to live as a shepherd. They might have 
had everyday boring routine to drove the flock, feed them, protect them 
from the wild animals and bring them to a safe place to rest. It was another 
day for the shepherds and they seemed to wrap up their day.  
 
Suddenly the angels appeared before the shepherds, freaking them out. Then 
they began to deliver a strange message to them saying, “The Saviour—yes, 
the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of 
David!” Then they continued, saying, “You will find a baby wrapped snugly 
in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” What is this? Then what was happening 
to them next made them awkwardly surprised. Verse 14 says that the angels 
joined the armies of heaven, praising and saying,  

 
“Glory to God in highest heaven, 

      and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 
 
It sounds absurd to the shepherds. They might have wanted to sleep after 
their long ordinary day. But what they faced here was to experience an 
extraordinary event ever in their entire life. I wondered how they were 
feeling at the sight of the event. They would have been afraid and could not 



have endured those shocking moments. Who cared for those poor shepherds?  
I wondered how the shepherds remembered the day that they had the 
announcement of the birth of the Messiah. 
 
As my mother asked me about my day being at school and with friends, I ask 
my children about how much they feel hungry. This question is very 
important because, depending on their hungriness, I can estimate what time 
I should start preparing and cooking dinner. My question is this: “On a scale 
of 1 to 10, how likely are you hungry?” What I learned is that they are going 
to be hungry in 30 minutes if their answers are between 4 and 6. If say so, I 
immediately stop working in my office then rush to the kitchen to start the 
meal preparation. 
 
I used to ask like this: “Are you hungry?” I was given only ‘yes’ or ‘no’, 
which is a dead end. It was not accurate to estimate time to prepare when 
they said yes or no without elaborating. I might need to bring in the 
reinforcements. So I changed the way I ask. “Are you hungry?” may work 
fine as an opener. Then it follows the question. “How likely are you hungry 
from 1 to 10?” Since then, I have never failed to estimate my cooking time 
and feed them on time. 
 
On that day that the shepherds had the announcement of the birth of Jesus, 
they hurried to Bethlehem. They committed themselves to confirming what 
they heard in Bethlehem. They committed to make the day important for 
them and for many. To the shepherds, the announcement of the birth of 
Jesus was not the dead-end question but the living life quest for all. They 
must have wondered, got to know more and, moreover, delivered the 
message that they heard from the angels and the armies of heaven to the holy 
family – Joseph, Mary and their new-born baby and those who were there 
with them. When the shepherds got to Bethlehem, as the angles announced, 
“There was the baby, lying in the manger.” They told everyone what had 
happened in the paddock. The good news that the shepherds told surprised 
them including Mary. Imagine that a young lady felt lowly and lonely during 



her pregnancy of the Saviour and fled to Bethlehem to seek asylum. Thus, 
Mary kept all these things in her heart because of the message probably 
wishing her baby and herself all the best. It was the good news for Mary and 
her baby Jesus. And for us all, the day was important because the shepherds 
heard and then talked about the good news and the good news invites us to 
abide in the life everlasting. 
 
I wondered what questions I would ask about the day to the shepherds on 
their way home after meeting the new-born king. What questions I would 
ask about the day to Mary, Joseph and those in the presence of Jesus’ birth? 
If there is only one chance given to ask, which question would I choose? 
Instead of asking, “How was your day?”, I would ask to the shepherds, “What 
made you happy, sad, angry, scared when you heard the announcement 
TODAY?” and to Mary, “What made you feel proud TODAY?” I believe 
that the questions I chose here can prove fruitful to start laying the 
foundation for deeper conversations. All these things happened on that day 
that the shepherds and the angels met, and the shepherds and the holy family 
met, which changed human history into the sacred God’s story. 
 
Like the shepherds, Jesus came join in Zacchaeus’ life. When Jesus looked 
up to him, saying, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your 
house TODAY.” Then Jesus said to him, “TODAY salvation has come to 
this house, since he also is a son of Abraham.” (Luke 19) And the other 
criminal hanging beside Jesus said, “Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.” Do you remember what Jesus replied? He said, “I 
assure you, TODAY you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23) Both gained 
the blessing of salvation and living in paradise with Jesus when they received 
him as the Saviour. Because of Jesus Christ, the day given to them was the 
day of salvation and blessing. Because of Jesus Christ, I truly believe that the 
365 days given to us in 2022 will be very special and blest one for all of us. 
As the 365 days are reloaded, we are also reminded that we are loved by 
God and called to love God and our neighbour as we love God. I pray that 



in your daily life, there will be 365 blessed days that would open doors for 
many to join the life of Jesus and to receive the love of God.  
 
As I conclude, I want to remind you this question that you may ask yourself 
at the end of each day 2022: “What was the Word that I lived out and 
fulfilled TODAY?” I am not talking about memory bible verse. I am 
encouraging us all to live out Jesus, the Word who asks us to imitate and 
follow him with all our heart, mind and soul each and everyday. Dear my 
brothers and sisters in Christ, in 2022, let us live the 365 patterns of Jesus’ 
life. Let us weave the sacred fabric where all are welcome and all can find 
each other’s place and meaning in life. I pray that we, Boronia Park Uniting 
Church, as a Christ community, can continue our sacred journey in the 
world not to conform but to confirm that God Immanuel lives within us. 
 
Amen.  

 
 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
Communion Song:  Feed Us Now (TiS 538) 
 

Feed us now, Bread of life, in this holy meal; 
let us know your love anew: we hunger for you. 
Feed us now, Bread of life, come and live within; 
let your peace be ours today, Lord Jesus, we pray. 

 
Piece of bread, cup of wine: Lord, this food is good: 
love and mercy come to us your promise we trust. 
Piece of bread, cup of wine: who can understand 

how his mercy works in these? Yet, Lord, we believe. 



God is here, O so near, nearer than our thoughts. 
Stay with us where’er we go; Lord, help us to grow. 

God is here, O so near, in this heaven’s meal. 
May we always feed on you – on the bread that is true. 

Words and music © R. Mann 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
 always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
 Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, or you had formed the earth, 
 from everlasting to everlasting, you alone are God. 
You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth. 
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
 and spoke to us through your prophets. 
 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, 
in whom you have revealed yourself, our light and our salvation. 
 
In his baptism and in table fellowship he took his place with sinners. 
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 
to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come 
when you would save your people. 
 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
 and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
 gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
When the supper was over he took the cup, 
 gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
 as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 



Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
 one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
 all honour and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking Bread and Raising Cup  
 
Christ is the bread of joy, who shares food with friends. 
Christ is the cup of life, who revives the broken-hearted. 
 
Let us receive what we are; let us become what we receive. 
The body of Christ. 
  
The Communion 
 
All is prepared so please come! 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 

我們在天上的父 ,   
願人都尊祢的名為聖 ,  

하늘에 계신 우리 아버지,  
아버지의 이름을 거룩하게 하시며, 

 



your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

願祢的國降臨 ,   
願祢的旨意行在地上 ,   
如同行在天上 .  

아버지의 나라가 오게 하시며,  
아버지의 뜻이 하늘에서와 같이  
땅에서도 이루어지게 하소서. 
 

Give us today our daily bread. 
我們日用的飲食   
今日賜給我們 ,  

오늘 우리에게 일용할 양식을 주시고, 
 

Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

免我們的債  
如同我們免了人的債  

우리가 우리에게 잘못한 사람을  
용서하여 준 것같이 우리 죄를 용서하여 주시고, 

 
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.    

不叫我們遇見試探 ,   
救我們脫離兇惡 ,  

우리를 시험에 빠지지 않게 하시고  
악에서 구하소서. 
 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

因為國度 ,  權柄 ,  榮耀 ,   
全是祢的 ,  直到永遠 .  



나라와 권능과 영광이  
영원히 아버지의 것입니다. 

 
Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
  
All: Lord, we bless and praise you for feeding us  
 with this bread and the cup. 
Fill us with your Spirit, and make us living signs of your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Dedication of the Offering:  
 
We not only have spiritual blessings,  
but tangible ones as well.  
So, we pray that you will gather up these gifts we offer  
and will transform them into food for the hungry,  
hope for the despairing, healing for the broken,   
and peace for those who are torn apart by war and fear.   
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
The offering will be used for the congregation’s continuing mission and 
ministry in these changing times. Please make your offering through a Bank 
Deposit or a personal cheque whichever is convenient to you. 
 

Account Name: Boronia Park Uniting Church 
BSB: 634-634    
Account: 100023784 
Reference: Offering OR Christmas Bowl 2021 
Mail to:  Mrs. Robyn Harvey 

96a Champion Rd. Gladesville NSW 2111 



Please contact Robyn Harvey, Treasurer on 0418 783 290 or  
robyn.49@bigpond.net.au for more information about how to make 
Direct Debit. 
 

SENDING 
  
Song: In Christ Alone (Stuart Townend) 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 

My Comforter, my All in All, 
here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 
In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 

fullness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness, 

scorned by the ones He came to save. 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
the wrath of God was satisfied. 
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid; 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then, bursting forth in glorious Day, 

up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory,  

sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine, 

bought with the precious blood of Christ. 



No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
this is the pow’r of Christ in us; 

From life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands our destiny. 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, 
can ever pluck us from His hand; 
‘Till He returns or calls us home, 

here in the pow’r of Christ we’ll stand! 
 

Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 

 
Benediction 
 
O God, we place this our life in your hands. 
 
Take all that we bring, 
our gifts and talents, 
our longings and our faith 
and add your power for life, 
for we ask it in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
As we are able, let us make our commitment  
to walk together on this journey. 
 
We will walk this way together, 
with Jesus Christ in our midst. 
Our hands are open to receive, 
our hearts are open to give, 
our minds long to learn 
and our souls reach out to each other. 
This time is eternal time for us 
and God will be our blessing. 
Amen. 



Go into this moment in faith 
and may the Holy God prepare a holy ground for you, 
Christ Jesus take your hand on the way 
and the Spirit surround you with Grace. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Boronia Park Uniting Church communications team who recorded and edited the videos, ensured all 
the videos ran as they should and designed the invitation and order of service. 

“The Great Thanksgiving for New Year, Epiphany, Baptism of the Lord or Covenant Reaffirmation,” 
Copyright © 1972 The Methodist Publishing House; Copyright © 1980, 1981, 1985 UMPH; Copyright 
© 1986 by Abingdon Press; Copyright © 1987, 1989, 1992 UMPH. Used by permission.”   

All music reproduced and streamed with permission. CCLI Copyright and Streaming Licence: 260394, 
33617. 

All English scripture readings in this service are from Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 
1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 
Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. 

 


